Pressure ulcer prevention and care: implementing the revised guidance to surveyors for long-term care facilities.
The revised guidelines for long-term care surveyors by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services link the existing pressure ulcer prevention and treatment evidence base with federal guidelines. The guidance document is detailed and attempts to ensure that residents receive optimal care to help prevent and manage these wounds. Implementation of the guidance document recommendations requires a complete review, and possibly revision, of existing policies and procedures. Understanding the background, rationale, and methods to implement these recommendations will help administrators and clinicians develop protocols of care that are effective, cost efficient, and comply with the new guidelines.